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Art Unit: 3639 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1) 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2) Claims 1-7 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the clainned 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

In Claim 1, there is no significant recitation of the data processing system or 
calculating computer for performing data processing operations, in which there is a 
significant change in the data. 

In Claim 14, the computer program itself can not be directed to a practical 
application of the invention in the useful art to accomplish a concrete, useful, and 
tangible result. When the computer program is actually executed by the computer , the 
claimed subject matter produces a useful, concrete and tangible result. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4) Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Saari et 
al. (US 6,338,046). 

As for Claim 1, Saari et al. discloses a method comprising: 

determining an amount of traffic on a computer network (col. 2, lines 2-35; col. 4, 
line 3 - col. 5, line 55); 

calculating a network usage price in response to the determination (see Id.); and 

applying the network usage price to a network session (see Supra col. 5, lines 
46-55). 

As for Claim 2, Saari et al. further discloses the method comprising: 
requesting traffic data from one or more network devices; and 
receiving traffic data in response to the requests (see col. 4, lines 55-65). 

As for Claim 3, Saari et al. further discloses the method, wherein the network devices 

are selected from the group consisting of routers, switches, and computer systems (see 

Fig.1). 

As for Claim 4, Saari et al. further discloses the method, comprising: 

identifying a client computer system corresponding to the network session; and 
sending the network usage price to the client computer system (col. 7, lines 19- 

27). 

As for Claim 5, Saari et al. further discloses the method comprising: 
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recording a session start time and the network usage price for the network 
session; 

identifying a session stop time for the network session; 
determining an elapsed session time; and 

calculating a session billing amount corresponding to the elapsed session time 
and the network usage price (see col. 5, lines 33-45). 
As for Claim 6, Saari et al. further discloses the method comprising: 

storing one or more session billing amounts for one or more users; 

calculating an invoice total for each of the users based on each user's 
corresponding session billing amounts; and 

preparing an invoice for each of the users, the invoice including each user's 
invoice total (see Supra column 7). 

As for Claim 7, Saari et al. further discloses the method comprising: 

writing a high priority header to one or more packets originating from a computer 
system corresponding the network session between the session start time and the 
session stop time (see Fig. 2). 

As for Claim 8, Saari et al. discloses a system comprising: 

one or more processors; 

a memory accessible by the processors; 

a network interface connecting the information handling system to a computer 
network (see Fig. 1); and 
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a network pricing tool to provide dynannic network pricing data, the network 
pricing tool including: 

means for determining an amount of traffic on a computer network 
(col. 2, lines 2-35; col. 4, line 3 - col. 5, line 55); 

means for calculating a network usage price in response to the 
determination (see Id.); and 

means for applying the network usage price to a network session 
(see Supra col. 5, lines 46-55). 

As for Claim 9, Saari et al. further discloses the system comprising: 

means for requesting traffic data from one or more network devices; and 
means for receiving traffic data in response to the requests (see col. 4, lines 55- 

65). 

As for Claim 10, Saari et al. further discloses the system, wherein the network devices 
are selected from the group consisting of routers, switches, and computer systems (see 
Fig.1). 

As for Claim 1 1 , Saari et al. further discloses the system, comprising: 

means for identifying a client computer system corresponding to the network 
session; and 

means for sending the network usage price to the client computer system (col. 7, 
lines 19-27). 

As for Claim 12, Saari et al. further discloses the system comprising: 
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means for recording a session start time and the network usage price for the 
network session; 

means for identifying a session stop time for the network session; 

means for determining an elapsed session time; and 

means for calculating a session billing amount corresponding to the elapsed 
session time and the network usage price (see col. 5, lines 33-45). 
As for Claim 13, Saari et al. further discloses the system comprising: 

means for writing a high priority header to one or more packets originating from a 
computer system corresponding the network session between the session start time 
and the session stop time (see Fig. 2). 

As for Claim 14, Saari et al. discloses a computer program product comprising: 
means for determining an amount of traffic on a computer network (col. 2, lines 

2-35; col. 4, line 3 - col. 5, line 55); 

means for calculating a network usage price in response to the determination 

(see Id.); and 

means for applying the network usage price to a network session (see Supra col. 5, 
lines 46-55). 

As for Claim 15, Saari et al. further discloses the product comprising: 

means for requesting traffic data from one or more network devices; and 
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means for receiving traffic data in response to the requests (see col. 4, lines 55- 

65). 

As for Claim 16, Saari et al. further discloses the product, wherein the network devices 
are selected from the group consisting of routers, switches, and computer systems (see 
Fig.1). 

As for Claim 17, Saari et al. further discloses the product, comprising: 

means for identifying a client computer system corresponding to the network 
session; and 

means for sending the network usage price to the client computer system (col. 7, 
lines 19-27). 

As for Claim 18, Saari et al. further discloses the product comprising: 

means for recording a session start time and the network usage price for the 
network session; 

means for identifying a session stop time for the network session; 

means for determining an elapsed session time; and 

means for calculating a session billing amount corresponding to the elapsed 
session time and the network usage price (see col. 5, lines 33-45). 
As for Claim 19, Saari et al. further discloses the product comprising: 

means for storing one or more session billing amounts for one or more users; 

means for calculating an invoice total for each of the users based on each user's 
corresponding session billing amounts; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/891 ,337 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3639 

means for preparing an invoice for each of the users, the invoice including each 
user's invoice total (see Supra column 7). 

As for Claim 20, Saari et al. further discloses the product comprising: 

means for writing a high priority header to one or more packets originating from a 
computer system corresponding the network session between the session start time 
and the session stop time (see Fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

5) The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

JP 1 1-88505 is cited to show a communication charge accounting method of a 
communication system in which impartial charging is conducted in a case of a business 
use or a private use in the case of communicating by a business purpose or a private 
purpose at the outside of an office. 

US 6,208,977 is cited to show a method and system determining billing 
information for use of a network. The method collects traffic data for data transmissions 
sent over links of the network. 

US 6,104,704 is cited to show a method and system for gathering and 
processing billing information for internet telephony connections. The server identifies 
originating and terminating clients and ISPs. 
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US 6,047,051 is cited to show a method for the implementation of charging in a 
telecommunications system including customer terminals used by customers for 
ordering services and servers for providing services to customers. 

US 6,018,619 is cited to show a method and system for tracking usage patterns 
of users of Web, that creates a usage log on a user's client computer and periodically 
transmits the usage log from the user's client computer to a usage tracking server 
computer to be incorporated in an overall usage log for a given information server 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Woo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6813. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM -5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Richard Woo 
Patent Examiner 
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